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Welcome
This Literacy Workshop is designed to:

• Show you what the expectations are in 
Communication & Language and Literacy for 
children by the end of their Reception year

• Give parents/carers an insight into early reading 
and writing

• Also highlight the importance of communication 
and the development of finger, hand and arm 
strength

• Lay the foundations for effective home support in 
Literacy
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Listening, Attention and Understanding Speaking

• Listen attentively and respond to 
what they hear with relevant 
questions, comments and actions 
when being read to and during 
whole class discussions and small 
group interactions

• Make comments about what they 
have heard and ask questions to 
clarify their understanding

• Hold conversation when engaged 
in back-and-forth exchanges with 
their teacher and peers.

• Participate in small group, class and 
one-to-one discussions, offering their 
own ideas, using recently introduced 
vocabulary

• Offer explanations for why things 
might happen, making use of recently 
introduced vocabulary from stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and poems when 
appropriate

• Express their ideas and feelings about 
their experiences using full sentences, 
including use of past, present and 
future tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling and 
support from their teacher.

ELGs for Communication & Language
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Communication & 
Language comes first

Strategies to help develop your child’s
 language skills:

1. Use open ended questions – questions with more than one word answers

“Tell me about what you did at the park”

“What was the best thing that happened today? Why?”

“Why did you like the gingerbread man?”
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2. Use ‘Echo + 1’ – repeating what your child 

says and developing it by adding extra words in:

“I made a big bus…”
“Yes, you made a big red bus.”

“Look, a bird!”
“Yes, there’s a little bird in the tree!”
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3. Remember the ‘7 second rule’ – 

wait 7 seconds for a response from your child

This is so important to remember. It’s so easy 
to jump in but giving children enough time to 
process a question and formulate their 
response is vital in terms of building their self-
confidence.
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4. Use positive correction – model 
saying the incorrect word accurately 
by responding to your child in 
conversation:

“Yes, well done, it’s a c c c cat.”

“Oh, did you get some new sh sh shoes?”
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Useful resources
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-
index/zhwdgwx 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
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‘Hungry Little Minds’
There is a useful DfE campaign called ‘Hungry Little 

Minds’. It is based on improving early language and 

literacy skills. Please access the website for tips and 

activities based around improving early language 

and literacy. It’s also great for younger children too 

as the activities are organised into age ranges: 

www.hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk

http://www.hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/
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Comprehension Word Reading

• Demonstrate understanding of 
what has been read to them by 
retelling stories and narratives 
using their own words and recently 
introduced vocabulary

• Anticipate (where appropriate) 
key events in stories

• Use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, 
nonfiction, rhymes and poems and 
during role play

• Say a sound for each letter in the 
alphabet and at least 10 digraphs

• Read words consistent with their 
phonic knowledge by sound-
blending

• Read aloud simple sentences and 
books that are consistent with 
their phonic knowledge, including 
some common exception words

Early Learning Goals for Reading
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Developing Accuracy and Fluency

“Reading is the one ability that once 
set in motion, has the capacity to feed 
itself, to grow exponentially, providing 
a base from which the opportunities 
are infinite.”

Michael Morpurgo
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What might your child be 
reading already?

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLPW0Z_a_sgCFUlKFAodCoMK_A&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popsci.com%2Fgoogle-unveils-new-flatter-logo-for-post-pc-world&psig=AFQjCNF8eNlGJdohnKF0voXXakLlZx4uMw&ust=1446999171031732
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj7w9rX67nPAhVD1RoKHVA-BpsQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FStar_Wars&bvm=bv.134495766,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNFnLLwMBbxGl4BbLPq7h0hLiqFWMA&ust=1475419221850657
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwie7ZmTgefWAhVKXBoKHeIgC1AQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coop.co.uk%2F&psig=AOvVaw1V8thZ6188Qt8Jzc4Z5PQ0&ust=1507757662920255
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www.booktrust.org.uk

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/
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https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/

The BookTrust HomeTime Hub

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/boo
ks-and-reading/bookfinder/

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
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• Who are the characters in this book?
• What is happening in the picture?
• What will happen next? Why?
• Where do you think the story is set?
• How are they feeling?
• What might happen if…..?
• What letter sounds can you see?
• What red words can you spot?

Some key questions
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Rainbow Sight Words

We have created these to help the children learn to read by sight 
and spell the RWI ‘red words’ (non-decodable words) that 
appear in the first sets of RWI (ditty sheets, red, green, purple 
and pink books)
Please help your child to learn to read and spell these words as 
the rainbow sheets come home.
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Writing

• Write recognisable letters, most of which are 
correctly formed

• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with a letter or letters

• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read 
by others

Early Learning Goals for Writing
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Fine Motor Skills

• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent 
writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases

• Use a range of small tools, including scissors, 
paintbrushes and cutlery

• Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing

Early Learning Goals for Fine Motor Skills
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Before your child learns to write, he or she needs to be able to 
confidently and accurately copy and execute shapes.
To have young children practising writing letters before they 
have mastered most of the pre-writing strokes may not be beneficial.
For example, before children learn to write the letter A, they need to 
be able to make single angled lines.
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Example of activities that help children to develop their 
gross motor skills:
•Painting using large arm movements
•Large paper and chunky pens
•Dancing with ribbons
•Ball skills e.g. throwing and catching
These activities help children to develop their 
fine motor skills: 
•Playdough play
•Threading
•Peg and boards

Gross motor before fine motor
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Dough Disco

Early writing skills at Steyning 
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ABC does

https://abcdoes.com/home-learning/

https://abcdoes.com/home-learning/
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1. Say 
it

2. Stretch it
3. Fred Fingers

4. Write it

‘stretching’ the sounds in words can 
sometimes help us hear them and then 
write them
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Spell words by identifying sounds in them 
and representing the sounds with a letter 
or letters
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Use the 
sound 
mat
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Use the 
rainbow 
words 
card
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finally………….

Make Literacy learning at home

•Purposeful

•Fun

•Frequent

•A sharing experience
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